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I's @ dark, stormy night on the sireets of Sohe.
Rain glistens on cobbles as shop and restaurant
owners shut up shop for the night. Distant sirens
whir and helicopters wheel overhead. A cat
screeches os o lid clotters off o dustbin. Poppy
Delevingne glances furively over her fur-hooded
shoulder as she lights a cigorette on her way
bock from a fashion launch.

In o steam-strewn alley just off Dean Street, o
nysterious figure in black stalks between the
ihodows. He reaches info a holster at his side,
ind a familiar column of light bursts ferth with
1 heady thrum...

Meet Jason Fordl He's not aciually a vampire ora
jedi, but he IS ona of Soho's most intriguing and
beoutiful creatures. Together with partner in crime
Mark, he's behind the area’s most noforious den
of debouchery, Swealbox.

They're also known for their fobulous paorties,
which involve pyrotechnics and pornstars, not to
mention their wedding at Concrete in Shoreditch,
which invelved semen-spattered artwork and an
actual horse.

One of Jason's main passions is, refreshingly, sci-h
ond all things geeky. Dylon Jones hod o chat with
him about how geek culture ties into goy culture,
as well as some of the sociopolitical implications
of sci-fi and the superhero genre.
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5o Jason - what do you think Is the best
woy to describe the goy ‘geek’ subculture?
| don't know if you can sum up gay geek culture
in o short pithy description. Everybody knows
whiot a twink is, but there isn"t one common
denominator for gesks. I they'ra like me, their
Instagram iz a mix of thirst frap pholos and
photos of their limited edition Disney Parks
axclusive Stormirooper handcuffsl

Why do you think it axists?

| think the appeal for mony people is that ‘gesk’
books, comics, films and felevision focus on the
oulsider, the other and that is something that
LGBT+ people con identify with, ond read os
maetaphor for our own struggles in life. We know
whiat it's like o feel different or out of step with
the rest of society, and throwgh these hercas
wa're able fo explore our own haroism.

What aore the similarities betweean gay
culture and geek culture?

The similarities are endlass. Geeks have their own
points of reference, their own language, their own
films and television saries thot speak fo tham.
Thraugh this, they're able o connect with o larger
group of people who feel the same way. A simple
comment like ‘don't let the Muggles get you dowm'
con be the bosis of o beautiful friendshipl Much
like athar goy subcultures, it's alse very tribal.

Just os there ore your Bears, Twinks, Twunks,

and Muscle Queans, thera are Trekkies and
Potterheads ond Whovians. All with their own
codas, geek-Polan and a sense of belomging.
What do you think of seme of the
comparisons critics have maode, and
references TV shows hove mode? For
axample, mutants’ rights in X-Men being
a metaphor for gay rights, and vompires
Teoming out of the coffin®™ in True Blood.

| love o good metaphor and | think thot wos one
of the first things thot resonated with me about
the X-men comics. In particular they con be read
in 50 many ways. Professor X and Mogneto can
be sean as Martin Luther King and Malealm X by
one reader whilst also being read os o metaphor
for the LGBET+ struggle. True Blood was so
wondarfully comp, whila ot the soma fime fully
accessible to o straight oudience, wha | would
like to think took oway same of what it s lke to
be LGBT+ in this post Will & Groce world.
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We're STILL not seeing substantial goy charocters
or storylines in superhero and sci-fi movies. Why
- do you think that is?
While the superherc genre has mode many leops forward,
it is sfill pretty fraditional in terms of the woy it defines
heroism and brovery. Deep down, it still considers these
‘manly’ traits. They're anly now beginning to embroce
ferminist ond empowering roles for woman, It certainly
needs o try harder in terms of opening it up to other forms
of heraism. Right now, the only goy we get is aithar pratty
‘mosc’ or a stroight view of playing gay, like Deadpool
getting pegged by his girlfriend [which waos very funny
nonetheless). We need more queer heroes. Comic books
themselves are more advonced and experimental than
movies (they cost less so it's less of o gamble). But I'm sure
we'll get o truly queer haro sometime soon.
We know you're a huge Star Wars fan. What
appedaled to you so much about it?
Star Wars wos the first film my porents took me to see in
the cinema. And | was hooked from the rinute | sow Darth
¥ader stride onto the rebal ship, cope billowing in the wind,
regpirator on full. Mothing mokas me hoppier than the
sound of his loboured breathing! Or his billowing cope. |
think Stor Wars has informed everything from my way of
thinking to my foshion sensa. Whan | buy clothas, it sn't
‘does my bum look big in this?’, it's ‘is this serving Sith Lord
realness?’ One of the hoppiest days of my life was mesting
Carrie Fisher and being able to tell her that her portrayal of
Princess Leio gove me the sirength to stand up for myself, to
be brave and to fight for what | balisved in.
What de you think of the direction the 5tar Wars
franchise is headed?
Well like most gay men, | think more of anything is better,
50 | am loving hoving so much Siaor Wars on the horizonl
I'm probably in the minority hera, but | thought Regue One
was better than The Force Awakens or os | coll it, Star Wars
L | "i.l:l. My true love is the animated Star Wars series = Clone
Wars aond Rebals. The beauty of a TV seres is that you have
50 much miore fime to unfold a story, ond the onimated
shows do this beautifully.
There are interesting themes areund race in sci-fi =
particularly in Star Trek - what do you maoke of that?
This has always been somathing that Star Trek hos done
with greot skill. It is no small feot being the first talevision
show to feature an interracial kissl Roddenberry's vision of
the future has always been one of positive representation
and inclusion. My fother hated sci-fi films when he wos
growing up, becousa in the 50s ond &0s you never saw
anyane of colour in the future and he thought that they
had finally managed to wipe us out. It wasn®t unfil Star Trek
came out and here wos o proud woman of colour, why
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also an officer, that he bagon to enjoy science fiction an
to think that there might be a future. And that folks, is
representation is important] From the very beginning, Star
Trek want out of its way o push the public fo confront their
issues with race. I've always fell that scienca fiction - when
it's ol ita beat - is o powearful educator.
Wheo's your ullimate favourite fictional character?
Darth Vader. Hands down Mvauﬁf- fictional character.
Of course, osking o geek fo pick his fovouwnte fictional
. p— chorocter is an awful thing to do whan we generally hove
about five or six fictional characters we are invested in at

& any one fimal
And whe's your biggest geek crush?
| think I'd have to go with Luna Lovegood fram Harry Patter
at tha momant, Luna is my spirit animal. She’s odd ond
she's okay with fhat.
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